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NEWSLETTER

Cambodia has finally reopened its schools
But our Ta Pen pupils never stopped studying!
Cambodian schools, closed since
March this year, finally reopened in
November. And Ta Pen seems to have
stood up better than most rural schools
to the many challenges and successive
lockdowns linked to the pandemic. How
can that be explained?
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up into small groups. This face-to-face
teaching was very important, given the
technical difficulty – sometimes the impossibility – of accessing online courses
from Ta Pen.

The whole team put a huge amount of
energy into setting up desks in various
Well, our school was lucky enough to homes and distributing daily meals to
be situated in a “white zone”, with no all the students.
recorded cases of Covid. So, after the
Now, Ta Pen has reopened and we are
teachers had been vaccinated, special
immensely happy to see some 90% of
authorization was received for classes
our students back in school again, after
to be given at home.
so many months of closure. And you, the
The families pitched right in – as did the friends of Ta Pen, are all part of that joy.
teachers. Working, as usual, full time, Without your help and solidarity, none of
they prepared a schedule to teach all this would have been possible.
basic subjects to some 400 pupils, split

In Geneva, hundreds of children
and adults are sorting through
their wardrobes for jeans and
trousers to donate to Vestiaire
Social de Genève, which has
seen demand for clothes increase during this extremely difficult period, by 20% compared
to last year.

Cambodia
• Ta Pen is holding up well to
the pandemic
• 5th graduation of junior high
school pupils

Madagascar
• Andohasatra faces up to
famine
• Vital aid for the food
programme
• Literacy drive for women
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"I’m donating my jeans.
What about you?"

While the school was closed, Ta Pen teachers were permitted to teach their students, in small
groups, at home.

Ta Pen proud to have produced 114 graduates since
its opening!
This year we are celebrating Ta
Pen’s 5th set of junior high school
graduates, bringing to 114 the number of pupils who have obtained
their leaving certificates since the
school opened in 2014.
Our goal for the school – built by
Don du Choeur with the vital support of the Coromandel Foundation
– was to develop a quality secondary education in rural areas. It was
an ambitious project, but we had
many advantages on our side, being
able to offer qualified teachers both
on-site accommodation and fulltime employment as well as social
security benefits.
So, pupils at Ta Pen have the opportunity to follow classes in all disciplines (including scientific ones).
Having such a choice is stimulating
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and pupils are very motivated to attend
school. The fact that, this year, all final
year pupils obtained their leaving certificates, despite the numerous ongoing
problems, is an outcome the Ta Pen
team can be truly proud of. And the
friends of Ta Pen also!

Don du Choeur is organising
this collection of jeans and trousers, with the support of the 47
schools of the Association Genevoise des Ecoles Privées.
Contact us at info@don-duchoeur if you’d like to participate in “Laisse ton jeans au
vestiaire”. We’ll get back to you
quickly … and with gratitude.
The results will be posted on
15 January at don-du-choeur.ch.
A big “merci” to all of you.

This year, once more, all pupils obtained their leaving certificates – despite the very difficult situation.
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THE MADAGASCAR PROJECT

The women of Andohasatra
look to the future

Months of drought have triggered the worst famine the south of Madagascar has ever known.
Don du Choeur’s primary school in Andohasatra is at the centre of this region and providing
food for its 360 pupils is our top priority, taking precedence even over education.

The Andohasatra school has, in its five years
of existence, become the rallying point of the
village. Mothers from different tribes have got
together and taken on the responsibility for
the school canteen – managing the food stock
(provided by the World Food Programme) and
preparing meals.

Facing up to famine

Meeting up in this way allowed the women to
share their experiences and take a hard look
at their situation. This resulted in 52 of them
deciding to get together to acquire moneygenerating skills.
With the assistance of ToroHay, they received
training in growing food crops and raising
goats and, more recently, an NGO based in
Antananarivo, gave them a week of classes
in basket-weaving, a handicraft found across
Madagascar and one that requires a lot of
practice and great dexterity. The goal is to
teach the women how to make attractive
baskets and hats that can then be sold in the
cities
Two of the participants, who had never before
left their village, were sent for an additional
month-long training course in Antananarivo,
an experience which, we hope, will open new
horizons for the economic development of
Andohasatra. Watch this space ……… !

Since the school opened in 2016, we have
always covered the cost of food for its pupils.
However, in 2019, thanks to action taken by our
partner organization, ToroHay, the World Food
Programme agreed to provide food for the
school canteen for four days a week. This was
a key element in ensuring the school’s future.

Water is also a priority. Last year, the school’s
well slowly dried up and Don du Choeur
financed the work needed to deepen it further
and install a powerful hand pump to help with
access.

Six months to literacy!
Your donation will help us help these communities.

In pursuing these activities, the women quickly understood the importance of
reading, writing and numeracy and 32 of them asked to participate in a literacy
programme.

Don du Chœur

They were given access to the Andohasatra school library and two qualified
instructors from the SOS Villages d’Enfants centre in Betioky cycled 20
kilometres across the desert every day to teach them.
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After six months of intense effort from everyone – teachers and pupils – twothirds of the women now have a good practical reading level. Many thanks are
due to the four care-givers from the Haute école de santé (HEdS) in Geneva,
whose contribution made this programme possible (see the Newsletter of June
2021). @MadaSuisse
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